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David Alan Foster 
I bring a balance of written and graphic communications skills 
with diverse industry experience and varied forms of expression. 
How can I help you?

Work History and Accomplishments 
• 1983 — Honorably discharged from the Air Force, worked at 

Gould 3DBM as both technical illustrator and technical 
writer… and Security Officer since I had a Top Secret clearance

• 1985 — Created the Publishing Department for Interactive 
Machines Incorporated (IMI), increasing their capabilities by 
800% (per the CEO), producing their operations, maintenance 
and training manuals in three months; also doing demos and 
running their trade shows; brought in cutting-edge Apple 
Macintosh system, among the first in Southern California

• 1987 — Helped start one of the first Mac-based, all-digital 
graphic design studios, and digital film service bureau, now the 
top-tier Dupuis Group — continue to look for the best tools

• 1987 — Initially as a volunteer, elevated the profile of Inventors 
Workshop International Education Foundation (IWIEF) to a 
more professional look in all marketing collateral; then worked 
to upgrade their newsletter, increasing national membership by 
25%, international by 10%  ( … continued on next page… )
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Relevance 

Position: Creative Strategist 

• brand, marketing and 
content design: from brand 
storytelling to ad copy to 
naming to content creation 
to marcom to corporate ID 
manuals…  

• design communications: 
graphic design, color 
palettes, typography, 
calligraphy, napkin 
sketches, 2D engineering 
drawings and training 
manuals… I’ve done it 

• signage in diverse areas — 
storefront, in-store, retail, 
directional, environmental 

• tools: Pages, Keynote, 
Illustrator, Photoshop, 
InDesign and many others 

• an innovative problem 
solver and connector of 
dots with deep and wide 
resources 

• ability to work on multiple 
projects; acting with 
diplomacy with all levels of 
stakeholder 

• work with creative teams in 
many industries/disciplines 

• Apple “fanboy” since 1983 
when I worked with the first 
Apple VAR! 

DAVID’S  RESUME’ 
Curious | Connector | Cultural Creative | Communicator | Craftsman | Collaborator
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• 1988-1992 — Founded, published and edited Invent! Magazine 
— #1 among its competitors in the genre — bootstrapped to 
20,000 circulation in 4 years with international reach

• 1989-1992 — Co-founder of the first international trade show, 
InvenTech — which predated the Maker Faire for cross-industry 
interaction — organized exhibitors and speakers and published 
the show guides

• 1993 — Among the first to offer practical, usable and attractive 
website design, helping many small entities create a WWW 
presence — self-taught in HTML — now use and recommend 
mainly Weebly and WordPress <enterprisedevelop.com>

• 1994-1997 — Co-founded the Foundation for Advanced 
Curriculum and Educational Technology (FACET), among the 
first nonprofits to connect schools via the Internet

• 1995-1996 — Co-founded one of the first ISPs in Southern 
California, providing services to the first "green" incubator in 
the area, the Thousand Oaks Environmental Business Cluster

• 1996-2001 — Marcom & Brand Manager for Environmental 
Products & Technologies Corporation (EPTC) — developer of 
the first complete closed-loop waste management system for 
dairies… demonstrating finished compost in 3-4 days

• 2001 — Moved to Bay Area to study Industrial Design at 
Academy of Art University; have since that time have served 
clients in solving product design challenges and consulting for 
startups in product strategy, design and development

• 2003-2007 — Employed to create the branding and marketing 
for a boutique Rolls Royce livery company, now Mosaic Global 
Transportation, among the largest west-coast transportation 
companies — became #1 driver, helped promote and market 
the business and grow it to the largest fleet of vintage Rolls and 
Bentleys in the world

•  Since 2004 I’ve served as the Design Director for 
a small plastics company, built the website, written 
content and marketing strategy; and designed for 
and/or consulted with hundreds of customers on 
thousands of products for a very wide range of 
industries, from small inventors to global brands
•  2004 — Founded the nonprofit Designfluence to 
promote accessible and affordable products for 
third- and fourth-world citizens, enabling and 
empowering them to lift themselves out of poverty 
— created the GiveBank™ project for pro bono 
design assistance to the underserved
•  2009 — Took on general management of a 
mobile solar power generation dealership, then 
created the ME4 Project to evangelize and demo 
mobile, distributed solar power generation… 
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The Oracle of Optimism 

When considering the varied 
industries and positions in my 
diverse experience, some themes 
and memes emerged: 

• many were industry firsts  

• many were best-in-class (or 
only-in-class)  

• my predilection for tech early 
adoption, futurist vision and 
startups 

• helping others and leveling the 
playing field for inventors, 
innovators and designers 

• creating and curating resources  

• being the support services side 
of many startups  

I’m optimistic about our species’ 
long-term trending toward a 
better world for all. I agree with 
Jurriaan Kamp and Peter 
Diamandis that the world is a 
better place than most people 
seem to think. (Look them up.)  

Optimism takes focus, like the 
times I’ve participated in 
“ropes” courses — challenging 
outdoor activities for team 
building and personal 
development. The photo at 
right is me atop a 30-foot pole, 
getting ready to jump off and 
catch the trapeze bar. That takes 
focus! (Yes, I made it!) 
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• 2016 — Consultant for a water treatment company 
<proteusystems.com> bringing their website and all marketing 
collateral to a more professional standard — enabling the first 
significant new business in 10+ years

• 2017 — currently consulting in content marketing, product 
development and startup strategy with select clients… while 
looking for a new position as a team player with change agents

Educated: Dedicated to Life-long Learning
• My first two years of higher education were at Moorpark 

College; I took every course in the Graphic Arts major and 
earned a 4.0, but no AA (as I skipped some required courses). 

• My AA in Written & Graphic Communications came later 
from Pierce College

• Junior year at Principia College; plus classes at University of 
Maryland and the Volkshochschule in Sindelfingen, Germany

• In 2001 I studied Industrial Design at the Academy of Art 
University… Not So Fun Fact: found one of my instructors a job 
(it’s supposed to work the other way around!) 

• I’m also self-taught in calligraphy, typography, haiku poetry and 
3D CAD drawing, and completed the CEO Space week-long 
course in business leadership in 2004

Community Service
• Executive Board member of Sustainovation — educating the 

business sector about sustainability, particularly those 
ecological practices that are economically practical

• Disaster response volunteer: neighborhood, city and regional 
involvement; Neighborhood Preparedness Coordinator (NPC), 
Old Palo Alto

• Formed the Bicycle Emergency Response Team (BERT) and 
did research on solar backup power for emergency services

Contact Info
• email:  resourcerer@gmail.com
• mobile:  650 444 4787
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Fun Facts 

Yes Ma’am!  Most AI interface is 
female — Siri, Alexa, Cortana! That 
said, I’ll take JARVIS any day.  

But more about me: 

• Served in the US Air Force for 8 
years: 6 years in intelligence — 
including 7 months of sea duty 
— plus 2 years in MAC airlift as 
an ALCE member and transport 
Loadplanner (C-130/C-141/C-5) 

• Lived in Germany for 3 years on 
the economy, traveled 
extensively, represented Military 
Attaché in Germany, Italy and 
Greece — specialist on the 
Middle East desk — once 
briefed Colonel Shafer who 
later had the misfortune to be 
one of the Iranian hostages! 

• I’m a published poet and haiku 
master who posted 323 
consecutive days on my word-
haiku.com blog 

• If I had 3 Wishes: (1) speak and 
write any language, (2) play any 
musical instrument and (3) 
remain in good health 

• I like to hike, bike, kayak, 
backpack, snowshoe & dance! 

at a dance camp with my wife Bonnie


